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110TH CONGRESS 
2D SESSION H. R. 5843 

To eliminate most Federal penalties for possession of marijuana for personal 

use, and for other purposes. 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APRIL 17, 2008 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts (for himself and Mr. PAUL) introduced the fol-

lowing bill; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 

in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a period to 

be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consider-

ation of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 

concerned 

A BILL 
To eliminate most Federal penalties for possession of 

marijuana for personal use, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-1

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 2

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 3

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Act to Remove Federal 4

Penalties for the Personal Use of Marijuana by Respon-5

sible Adults’’. 6

VerDate Aug 31 2005 22:50 Apr 21, 2008 Jkt 069200 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 6652 Sfmt 6201 E:\BILLS\H5843.IH H5843pw
al

ke
r 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 B
IL

LS



2 

•HR 5843 IH

SEC. 2. ELIMINATION OF CERTAIN MARIJUANA-RELATED 1

PENALTIES. 2

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no pen-3

alty may be imposed under an Act of Congress for the 4

possession of marijuana for personal use, or for the not- 5

for-profit transfer between adults of marijuana for per-6

sonal use. For the purposes of this section, possession of 7

100 grams or less of marijuana shall be presumed to be 8

for personal use, as shall the not-for-profit transfer of one 9

ounce or less of marijuana, except that the civil penalty 10

provided in section 405 of the Controlled Substances Act 11

(21 U.S.C. 844a) may be imposed for the public use of 12

marijuana if the amount of the penalty does not exceed 13

$100. 14
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